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Welcome to theSpring 2021 Newsletter

Welcome to the FoD/&Spring 2021 Newsletter and let us hope this truly is a new Spring and we can
start meeting in person all over our wonderful County and sharing on the ground rather than the
screen our local knowledge .

FoDA has become increasingly aware of communighiaes in many villages and towns across the
County and has responded positively to overtures from DHS that we offet e@imbership to local
groups. F®A does not have many local affiliations and this way we can greatly increase these; we
have much teffer by way of advice and support to local archive projects. Proposals will go to our
AGM in November to introduce the joint affiliated sociefis®mbership next year.

Meanwhile enjoy this newsletter.

Katharine Chant, FoDA Chair

Dates foryour Diary i Forthcoming Conferences

The 2021FoDA Annual General Meetingwill be held on Thursday 4 Novemh2021 at the Devon
Rural Archivei details to follow.




Joint DRA/DHS/FoDA Conference:Dr lan Mortimer,The chief rents dfloretonhampstead, 1639
1840: how to use a problematic sourdgancelled for 2020ow arranged for Thursday 2 September
2021 at 7 p.m. at Devon Rural Archive.

Obituary
Mary Ravenhill

Mary Ravenhillwasalongt andi ng member o fArchiheswhb, withéMargesy o f
Rowei Devondés f or mer Co udedeasedAear byhessvharsatyiean-anthooed p r e

t wo books which were published by the Friends
Early Devon Mapspublished in 2000andMaps of Georgian Devoipublished in 2002. These,

however, were only precursors to their Magnum Opes,on Maps and MapMakers published by

the Devon and Cornwall Record Society and one of the finest gazetteers of English county maps ever
produced From the miell990s until a few years ago, Margery Rowe and Mary Ravenhill became

very familiar to staff in archive searchrooms in Devon and beyond.

Mary Ravenhil |l 6s -h995 was Rrofessbii of Gedgeaphy &t ExBtdr Yniversity and
a renowed expert on the history of cartography. His influence on her is epitomised by the books to
which she contributed.

Mary Ravenhill died on®1January 2021 at the age of 92.

Update from the Membership Secretary

So far in 2021 we have 1édembers, 108 individual members, 13 Family members (counted as 26),
10 Groups and 17 Life members.

Two new members have joined us since January, and | welcome Rosemary Payne and Desmond
Atkinson.

Sadly, | have been informed that two of our existing iners have passed away: our Life member,
Mary Ravenhill, and Julia Sharp. Their families have our sympathy.

Peter ToweyMembership Secretary
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The pandemic has continued to have a significant effect on the Devon Archives and Local Studies
Service. We were pleased to reopen our services in the autumn but have had further periods of
closure of our searchrooms in November 2020 and from the stihoéry to mieApril 2021.




However, we are delighted to be able to welcome people again, with our services reopening under the
same Covidl9 safe systems as we operated in the autumn.

Staff have continued to work from home and a huge amount of prajgkthas been going on, as
well as responding to very high levels of enquiries, research and copying requests. We have
responded to these as efficiently as possible within the constraints caused by the lockdowns.

The Friends of Dev genérauslySuppohidd a mew achjussition, ermalgliagiusto
purchase thaccount boolof William Walrond (1616c. 1667), a member of the Walrond family of
Bradfield House, near Uffculm&/e also received support from the Friends of the National Libraries
to sypport this acquisition. See our blog for further detditips://swheritage.org.uk/news/walrend
accourtbook/.

Some important audio archives relating to Devon are being digitised thtieeignlocking Our

Sound Heritage Project, which is a national project being led by the British Library. This will help
with the long term preservation of these collections, and we are planning events relating to these
collections to coincide with Herigge Open Days in September (keeping our fingers crossed that
people will be able to attend events at this point).

Staff at both the North Devon Record Office and the Devon Heritage Centre have continued to work
on creating an electronic location index, whigill help greatly in providing access to collections.

We are also busy testing the new version of our digital preservation system, which looks after digital
archives. Technology is developing so fast in this area that the new system that was intnroduced
2017 is already being superseded. We are benefitting from the work being done by Cade Simpson,
who has joined us as a trainee as part of The
Find out more about what he is doing on our webkitps://swheritage.org.uk/archives/news/cade
simpsonbridgingthe-digital-gaptrainee

A project is also underway in collaboration with the University oft€xand schools in Torquay to
use digital technology to help primary school pupils use archives to learn about their local area. We
are excited about the possibilities of this project, which will help bring archives to the next generation.

Suzanne Browrg longstanding member of the team at the Devon Heritage Centre, retired in
December after 17 years of service. She was a welcoming presence for thousands of visitors to the
Heritage Centre over the years. With the easing of the lockdown we have leeenuatdertake
recruitment, and two new members of staff will be joining the public service team over the next
couple of months.

Online engagement has continued to be really
Lockdown Lecture series reachaddiences of over 300 at a time, with people joining from at least
three continents, and a very keen researcher got up in what was the middle of the night in their
country to join one of our online Q&A research sessions.

Applications for funding have cantied to be an important priority and the Trust has been successful
in applying for further Covidl9 Culture Recovery Fund money, as well as funding to support
projects. This is a cause for optimism as we gradually open up services and welcome more people
back to do research and to enjoy events.

Janet Tall, Head of Archives & Learning
Irene Andrews, Devon Archives & Local Studies Manager
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Devon Archives and Local Studies: Documents Purchased with
the assistance of Arthives, 2620208 nds of Devon

Over the past year the Friends have once again provided financial assistance with the acquisition of
several more documents, all of which are valuable additions to our collections.

Last autumn | reported on our purchase of a Tudort coll for Bampton, and this was supplemented

in November by the acquisition of a superb 17th century account book which belonged to William
Walrond (1616c1667), a member of the Walrond family of Bradfield House, near Uffculme.

The vol ume 6hercaver ang bindiad arelinexéllent condition. The cover bears the arms

of the Walrond family, and is monogrammed with

pages are mainly taken up with a range of Latin quotations and aphorisms andaiomthat it

first came into Wi lliam Walrondds possession i
begins in 1650, and the majority of the rest of the book records the daily business of an English rural
estate in the years which followed tBrglish Civil War.

Entries record wages paid to estate employees and rent received from tenants, as well as money paid
out for a wide range of estate and personal expenses. These include parochial poor rates and tithes
and aspects of livestock managemént also more extensive and expensive undertakings such as
6what it cost me to repaire Woodhouse, since 1
detailed account of the renovation of part of the house in the years following 1647, including
payments for such items as lead, nails and linseed oil, and money paid to masons, carpenters and
plasterers.

There are also numerous references to grist af
side Table at Tyvefboona)hanht at oEkdon§g) (6whiytde
inclusion of a survey of the Bradfield estate, undertaken by Edmund Crosse of Kentisbeare in
February 1650.

I n addition to the Friends of Devonb6s thmat hi ves

Libraries. We are immensely grateful to both organisations, as well as Graham York, the antiquarian
book dealer in Honiton who brought the volume to our attention.

I n April of this year the Friendso6abdedi®er shi p
century manuscript list of the patrons of parishes in the Diocese of Exeter. After discussions with
Exeter Cathedral Archives it was mutually decided that the Devon Heritage Centre would be the most
appropriate repository for the volume amé bought it with generous donations from the Friends and

the Kent Kingdon Bequest. We are grateful to the Treasurer of the Friends, lan Maxted, for arranging
the Kent Kingdon grant.

In addition to these items, the Friends also contributed to the parochasme 19century Annual
Reports of Wonford House Hospital in Exeter by the Devon and Exeter Medical Heritage Trust,
which it is hoped will be loaned to the Devon Heritage Centre once they have been digitised.

Brian Carpenter
Devon Archivesand Local Studies Service
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